THE ENGLISH RENAISSANCE

1912)5 O. Elton's useful small ed.  (O.U.P.  1910), and
EL G. Beeching's in Methuen's English Classics (1923).

The Latin and Italian Poems

These first appeared in the edd. of 1645 and 1673 (se^
p. 338). A tr. of the Latin poems by J. Langhorne appeared
in 1776 and another of all the Italian and English poems
by W. Cowper in 1808. English versions by J. W. Strutt
were pub. 1814. The best modern separate ed. is that of W.
Mackellar (Newhaven, U.S.A. 1930, text and English
prose tr.).

Paradise Lost

The first ed. of Paradise Lost was a 410 vol. pub. 1667,
Paradise Lost, a Poem Written in ten books By John Milton ...
There are no less than nine issues of this ed. with variation of
the title and preliminary pages. Some are dated 1667, some
1668, and some 1669. In the later issues the address of The
Printer to the Reader, The Argument, and Milton's Note on the
Verse are inserted. The second ed. pub. in 1674 contains the
rev. version of the poem in 12 books with the portrait of
Milton and commendatory verses by Barrow in Latin and
MJarvell in English. This was the last ed. pub. Milton and
provides the standard text. A third ed. appeared in 1678, and
a fourth in folio with illustrations in 1688. This was pub.
J. Tonson and was the second English book to be pub. by
subscription, the first having been Walton's Polyglot Bible, In
1692 Paradise Lost was pub. in a folio with Paradise Regained*
It is said that over one hundred separate edd. of Paradise Lost
were pub. in the eighteenth century as compared with fifty
of Shakespeare's plays and seven of The Faerie Qiieene. An
additional proof of its popularity is found in the fact that it
was arranged four times for an oratorio, once for Handel and
once for the Creation of Haydn. Good edd. appeared in
1711 (Tonson) and 1725 (ed. Fenton). Richard Bentley, the
great classical scholar, pub, an ed. in 1732 based on the
unwarrantable assumption that the orig. text had been
corrupted by an editor who took advantage of Milton's
blindness. Bentley made hundreds of emendations, most of